
Coronado High School Cougars 

 
1590 W. Fillmore       (719) 328-3600 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

 

                  06-01-2020 

 

Dear Student:  

 

Hello, and welcome to Coronado High School. We are excited about this upcoming year!! 

 

As you enter high school, English will be constant for all four years, and therefore acquiring and 

honing certain reading skills are a must.  As a department, our English teachers not only want you to 

be prepared for the rigors of high school, but also to learn how to read closely with a sense of 

purpose, skills that will help you succeed in all of your classes.  To that end, we are suggesting that 

you read the following five short stories prior to entering Coronado in the Fall.  We ask that you read 

critically and read closely, identifying key details that help you understand why the author wrote the 

selection.  In other words, identify the authorial purpose.  Identifying these key details will help you 

to understand a broader meaning for the texts you read and will help facilitate engaging discussions 

in the classroom.  We suggest that you print out, read, and annotate these selections.  Annotations 

may include comments, connections, questions and/or observations regarding the selection.  Doing so 

will help you engage a piece of literature in ways you may not have done before. 

 

**** For students entering into a regular English class, this is a suggested reading list.  Teachers will 

be covering these stories within the first month of school. **** 

 

**** For students entering the honors English classes, these are REQUIRED reading.  There will be 

an assessment within the first week of school.  Bring your annotated versions with you when you 

arrive on the first full day of school.  You will be able to use them on your assessment. **** 

 

The five short stories with on-line links: 

 

“The Man to Send Rainclouds” by Leslie Marmon Silko 

https://www.apwilder.com/uploads/6/4/0/9/64095825/silko_man_to_send_rain_clouds.pdf 

“Amigo Brothers” by Piri Thomas 

http://www.harcoboe.net/storage/file/39/3B19C9FFCC/amigobrothersstory-piri-thomas.pdf 

“Louisa, Please Come Home” by Shirley Jackson 

https://msomaralanguagearts.weebly.com/uploads/3/8/7/6/38769037/louisa_please_come_home.pdf 

“The Invalid’s Story” by Mark Twain 

https://americanliterature.com/author/mark-twain/short-story/the-invalids-story 

“The Dinner Party” by Mona Gardner 

https://my.hrw.com/support/hos/hostpdf/host_text_103.pdf 
 

We look forward to seeing you all in the Fall and beginning your journey toward graduation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Coronado Freshmen English Team 
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